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Letter from the President 
What a year it has been!  I can’t believe the year is already over, and 
we’re already well into the planning stages for successful 2019. Some 
highlights of 2018 included increased participation in all our conventions 
and contests, two quartets representing the NED at our International 
Convention, a continued improvement of all our competitors’ contest 
scores, representation at the first Varsity Chorus Festival by our very 
own New England Vocal Corp, the return of both Harmony College 
Northeast and Top Gun, and a very successful Harmony Explosion 
Camp.  These are just the highlights as there were many other programs 
such as CDWI and Outstanding in Front, and our Standing Ovation 
Program which also were important in improving our singing, music, 
performance and most importantly our enjoyment of barbershop 
Harmony.  Our biggest challenge in the coming year is to be able to 
maintain this level of services while operating in a fiscally responsible 
manner.  We need to continue to increase participation in all our events 
while driving income while we do our utmost to control expenses.  This 
has been on the board’s mind for quite some time and the board is 
committed in 2019 to operate and provide these services without losing 
money.  I’m very optimistic that 2019 will be not only a successful year 
for all our events but will also be financially successful. 

Speaking of events, registration is 
now open for Leadership Academy 
to be held at the Resort and 
Conference Center in Hyannis, Cape 
Cod, MA  on January 5, 2019.  This 
is the same facility as last year.  All 
the information you need to register 
is available on our website.  Courses 
will be offered for chapter leadership 
positions, i.e. President, EVP, 
Secretary, Treasurer, VP of Music and 
Performance, VP of Marketing and PR, VP of Membership etc.  In 
addition, there are classes for developing a Music Team and how to 
become a better performer.  Finally, there is a directors’ track being 
offered taught by Doug Carnes from the Great Northern Union 
Chorus, a perennial top 5 competitor at our International Conventions.  
All chapters should consider sending their incoming leaders as well as 
future leaders to Leadership Academy.  It will be a great start for the 
coming year.  I hope to see you all there. 

Finally, I would like to wish everyone a very happy, safe and healthy 
holiday season.  I hope you all have time to spend with your family and 
loved ones.  I’m excited about what 2019 will bring! 

~ Ed 
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New England Harmony Brigade 
I’d like to thank Daniel Schwartz for providing this 
report on the most recent NEHB. 

 
The New England Harmony Brigade just finished its seventh annual 
weekend Rally...  and a great time was had all around!  Over 110 singers 
came, fully prepared to sing our list of 12 challenging 
arrangements.  There was singing of gold-medalist-level songs in the 
corridors all day and all night; there was a random-draw quartet contest, 
in which some singers got surprisingly inventive (given that they were 
competing with other singers they'd only just met, with maybe an hour to 
prepare).  There was an unbelievable show, featuring the incredible 110-
strong once-a-year NEHB chorus, headlined by our featured guests, OC 
Times -- if you weren't there, put it on your calendar for 2019! 
 
And there was lots more!  On Friday morning, random quartets went out to schools and old-age 
homes.  (As usual, no one could believe that the four singers in front of them had only met that 
day.  It's amazing what solid preparation can do.)  People got a chance to hang out (and sing!) with 
OC Times.  They, for their part, did a great job judging our quartet contest, entertaining our 
audience (and us!), doing a Master Class at the local high school, and more.    We randomly drew 
names for a chance to Sing with The Champs (and take-home video of it); all the singers who did it 
were walking on air for days!  As were other singers -- the winners of the random-draw quartet 
contest had smiles a mile wide as they displayed their certificates (of genuine imitation gold, silver, 
and bronze).  Two singers went home with the coveted Quartet Tramp Award, meaning that they'd 
sung with everyone on the other three voice parts.  And one singer was voted "the guy I most 
enjoyed singing with".  On Sunday morning, when everyone was hoarse, some guys did the 
traditional Pachyderm Quartet, singing "My Wild Irish Rose" an octave down.  (Why?  Because we 
could!) 
 
The 8th annual Rally of the New England Harmony Brigade will be held in Marlborough MA on the 
weekend of Sep. 20-22.  Will you be there?  Well, that's up to you.  Are you prepared to learn 
12 great challenging songs... and be 100% note-perfect and word-perfect?  Are you prepared to get 
in enough quality quartet singing to last you for months?  Are you prepared for a great hotel, with 
wonderful food, spending time with your fellow barbershoppers?  Then perhaps you should get 
to www.nehb.net and sign up! 
 
NEHB is a male-only invitational Harmony Brigade.  If you're a female barbershopper, or if you'd 
prefer a mixed-harmony event, then you should definitely check out a brand-new mixed Harmony 
Brigade in the making at www.mhbne.org.  But if you're a male quartet singer, willing to work hard 
and have an amazing time, then NEHB may have a spot for you! 
 
 

Everyone in Harmony & “MHBNE” 
I’d like to reiterate what was mentioned above in Daniel’s report about 
the NEHB.  There is a new Mixed Harmony Brigade being organized 
here in the NED.  I believe this would be the first of its kind and it 
looks like it will be an exciting event.  Organizer, Lee Daum reports 
that there are already 90 individuals signed up to participate.  The 
event will be held the weekend of March 22-24 in Marlborough, MA.  
Please visit www.mhbne.org for all the information.  It’s not too late 
to get your music and learn your part!   
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Upcoming NED Events & Important “Of Interest” Dates 
      More online at the NED District Calendar - https://www.nedistrict.org/calendar 
Important 

DATE EVENT LOCATION Jan. 4, 2019 House of Delegates Meeting Hyannis, Cape Cod, MA Jan. 5, 2019 2019 Leadership Academy Hyannis, Cape Cod, MA Jan. 12, 2019 Manchester, CT Chapter Show (1:30 & 7:30 PM) Manchester, CT High School Feb. 1, 2019 VOCTAVE concert – 1 of 2 New England shows The Colonial Theater, Keene, NH Feb. 2, 2019 VOCTAVE concert – 2nd of 2 New England shows Merrill Auditorium, Portland, ME April 12-13 Eastern Regional Convention Hyannis, Cape Cod, MA May 3-4 Western Regional Convention with the          International Quartet Prelims Contest Lake George, NY May 10-11 Sunrise Division Convention Atlantica Hotel, Halifax, NS 
Important 

Tag of the Month ~ 
How many of you out there remember The Sundowners?  This group was perhaps my first 
“favorite” quartet.  They had an exciting sound and were a little ahead of their time.  Probably one of 
the finest quartets that didn’t win the gold. 

Please Submit! 
Remember, I’m always looking for content to fill up this newsletter.  It would be great to hear from 
some of our chapters and what has kept them busy during this holiday season.  Please submit all 
articles to me at elfritze@gmail.com and I’ll be sure to include them in the next issue.  
 Happy Holidays! 

 
 

 

Their only scheduled appearances 
in New England this year! 

(select for tickets/info:) 

Friday, February 1, 2019 – The Colonial Theater, Keene, NH 

Saturday, Febr. 2, 2019 – Merrill Auditorium, Portland, ME 


