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Letter from the President  
May is one of the busiest months of the 
year for the Northeastern District, and 
this year one of the most exciting 
months.  By now everyone knows that 
three of our quartets have qualified for 
the International Quartet Contest this 
summer in Salt Lake City.  
Congratulations to Drive, Daily 
Special and Greenlight for making the 
cut.  We are all very proud of you and 
wish you all the best in Salt Lake City.  
As far as I know, this is a first for the 
NED.  Perhaps some of our more senior 
members might remember a time when 
our district had three representatives in 
the International Quartet Contest, but 
at least since the adoption of the 
current judging system, it has not 
happened.  In addition, I don’t believe 
there has been a time in recent memory 
when we had so many quartets close to 
qualifying for the big show.  These are 
indeed exciting times in the NED. These 
qualifying quartets join our NextGen 
Varsity Quartet representative, 
Midnight Brisket, and Chorus 
Representative, Vocal Revolution, so 
our district will be well represented in 
Salt Lake City. 

Following the Western Regional 
Convention, I had the opportunity to 
attend our Sunrise Division Convention 
and Contest in Halifax, Nova Scotia.  
The Sunrise Division runs a great 
convention and it was a pleasure for me 
to attend representing the rest of the 
NED.  The most exciting moment for me 
was to announce to all the attendees 
that the Board of Directors approved 
that we will hold our 2020 Fall District 
Convention and Contests in Saint 
John, New Brunswick.  You should have 
heard the cheer that went up from the 
audience when the announcement was 
made.  Our Canadian brothers are very 



 NED News – May 2019 – Page 2 of 4 

excited to be hosting the district convention and to have the chance to 
compete on the District stage with everyone from “down 
south.”  It promises to be a great convention and we have lots 
of time to prepare to make sure it will be a successful 
convention.  Saint John is great city with many attractions and 
the convention will be held during the fall color season there.  
You’ll be hearing more about our plans for this convention in 
the coming months, but I urge everyone to mark their 
calendars for the weekend of October 23-25, 2020 for this 

event. I think it is important for the district to hold a convention 
in the Sunrise Division and I promised that our southern 
divisions will participate.  I’ve been assured that participation 
from the Sunrise Division will be high, since this weekend will 
also be their Division Contests.  Stay tuned for additional 
details.  I, for one, am very excited about being in Saint John in 
2020! 

 

Western Regional Results 
By now this is “old news” and all the official results of our Western Regional Contests can be 
found on our website, I thought it would be nice to summarize the results here.  We had some 
great contests and I would like to congratulate not only the winners, but all those who 
participated. 

YANKEE DIVISION MOUNTAIN DIVISION 

Quartet Champions – Fusion 

Senior Quartet Champions – Off the Chart 

Most Improved Quartet – TMI 

Novice Quartet Champions – Dead Ringers 

Chorus Champions – Manchester Silk City Chorus 

Small Chorus Champions – Connecticut Yankee Chorus 

Most Improved Chorus – Hartford Men of Harmony 

VLQ Champions – Septimus Prime (Manchester) 

Quartet Champions – Chordination 

Seniors Quartet Champions – The Remnants 

Most Improved Quartet – Four Got It 

Novice Quartet Champions – Berkshire Blend 

Chorus Champs – Saratoga Springs Racing City Chorus 

Small Chorus Champion – Pittsfield Berkshire Hillsmen 

Most Improved Chorus – Schenectady Electric City Chorus 

VLQ Champions – The Electricians (Schenectady) 
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Sunrise Division Results  > > >  >   > 
 

Chapter News 
During my recent visit to the Sunrise Division 

Convention, I was made aware of the following 
story from the Bob Rutherford, Secretary of the 
Halifax Harmonizers and thought I would share it 
here with the rest of the district.  We often hear 
that our music makes a difference, and this is a 
great example of how our music effected one young 
man’s life.   

 
I am forwarding to you a letter we just received from a former member of our chapter which 
touched us deeply and is a story of success and great hope for the future. 

But first, a bit of background.  Back in 2007, a nine-year-old boy named Patrick McIntosh joined 
our chapter, then known as the Bedford-Sackville NS Chapter and home of the Millstream Chorus.  
He rapidly became a strong member of our music team, beginning as a Tenor (no surprise there) 
and over the years, he switched to Lead, and eventually became a Bass!  That the young lad had 
talent is putting it mildly.  But all good things come to an end, and not long after the Millstream 
Chorus joined up with the Atlantic Swells to form the Halifax Harmonizers Chorus in 2014, 
Patrick went off to university, majoring in music.  He didn't go far away; Dalhousie University (“Dal” 
as he refers to it) is in Halifax, but class schedules constantly conflicted, and so, as Patrick puts it, 
he “dropped off the face of the 
earth” as far as his barbershop 
activities were concerned. 

So, it was a pleasant surprise to 
receive his letter, bringing us up 
to date on his activities leading to 
his graduation, now at hand.  It 
also was heart-warming to hear 
how his time with us helped to 
develop him as a singer.  As he 
now stands at the threshold of a 
promising music career, we would 
like to share his letter with the 
wider barbershop community. 

Bob Rutherford 
Chapter Secretary 
Halifax NS Chapter 

 
Hi	Bob,		

I	want	to	start	off	with	saying	that	I	am	extremely	sorry	for	the	
silence	the	past	three	years.	I	owe	so	much	of	what	I	have	done	with	
my	undergrad	to	you	and	the	other	members	of	the	chorus,	and	I	
regret	terribly	not	responding	to	any	of	the	emails	sent	in	the	past	
few	years.	

I	do	want	to	let	you	and	the	gents	know	what	I	have	been	up	to	in	
my	absence	from	the	Harmonizers.	I	have	been	busy	learning	to	
properly	sing	opera,	having	sung	opera	in	Italy	(summer	2017)	and	Toronto	(summer	2018),	and	have	learned	a	wide	
variety	of	opera	pieces	and	art	songs.	I	have	also	had	the	opportunity	of	singing	with	the	Dal	orchestra	this	past	Valentine's	

SUNRISE DIVISION 

Quartet Champions – Quatro 

Seniors Quartet Champions – Quatro 

Most Improved Quartet – Valley Harmony 

Novice Quartet Champions – 4 the Moment 

Chorus Champs – Dukes of Kent 

Small Chorus Champion – Dukes of Kent 

Most Improved Chorus – Dukes of Kent 

Patrick	is	seen	here,	2nd	from	the	left,	first	row	

Patrick,	today!	
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Day,	singing	what	has	become	my	favourite	piece	of	music	to	sing	(when	I	am	not	singing	back	to	some	good	old	
Barbershop).	I	am	lucky	enough	to	be	singing	this	piece	again	this	summer	as	the	lead	of	the	opera	The	Marriage	of	Figaro	
(being	the	titular	role	of	Figaro)	in	Toronto,	and	have	been	accepted	to	a	Masters	program	at	the	University	of	Calgary	for	
voice	performance	with	full	funding.	

I	want	to	extend	my	sincere	gratitude	to	all	of	the	members	of	the	chapter,	both	ex‐Millstream	and	ex‐Halifax	alike,	because	
without	the	open	arms	you	had	when	I	was	nine,	I	can	assure	you	that	I	would	not	be	where	I	am	today.	You	gentlemen	truly	
gave	me	the	one	thing	I	find	the	most	joy	in	doing	in	life,	which	is	singing,	and	I	couldn't	have	asked	for	a	better	group	of	men	
to	have	been	a	part	of	in	my	formative	years.	With	your	help,	I	was	able	to	reignite	my	passion	for	music	and	singing	at	a	
time	where	I	found	it	hard	to	find	the	opportunities.	The	fact	that	you	all	let	me	into	your	big	family	and	made	me	feel	
welcome	put	the	fire	inside	me	that	burns	to	this	day.	

Words	cannot	express	how	much	you	have	done	for	me,	or	how	sorry	I	am	that	I	had	to	stop	singing	with	you	and	that	I	
dropped	off	the	face	of	the	earth.	What	I	can	express	is	that	I	would	be	extremely	grateful	if	some	of	you	would	be	able	to	
come	to	my	graduation	recital.	It	is	Sunday	April	14th,	4pm	at	St.	Andrew's	United	Church,	Halifax,	on	the	corner	of	Spring	
Garden	and	Robie	St.	

I	hope	that	you	all	can	forgive	me	for	not	staying	in	contact,	and	that	should	I	return	to	Halifax	I	can	come	stop	by	and	ring	
some	chords	with	all	of	you	again.	

Yours	in	Harmony,	

Patrick	McIntosh	

Upcoming NED Events & Important “Of Interest” Dates 
      More online at the NED District Calendar - https://www.NEDistrict.org/calendar 
Important 

DATE EVENT LOCATION 

June 8 Portland Downeasters Annual Show Portland, ME 
June 20 Vocal Revolution International Send-off Show Lexington, MA 
June 30-July 7 BHS International Convention Salt Lake City, UT 
July 27 A Cappela Music Festival, Vocal Revolution Allston, MA 
Aug. 1-4 HXNE/Harmony Explosion Camp Northeast Worcester State Univ.,  Worcester, MA 
Aug. 2-4 HCNE/Harmony College Northeast Worcester State Univ.,  Worcester, MA 
Aug. 16-18 Alton Bay Jamboree w/ Saturday Night SHOW! Alton, NH 
Sept. 4 Fourth Annual Patriot Division Inter-chapter Emanuel Lutheran Church, Worcester, MA 
Sept. 20-22 New England Harmony Brigade 2019 Courtyard by Marriott, Marlborough, MA 
Oct. 25-27 2019 Fall District Contests Westbrook Performing Arts Center, ME 

Video of the Month 
In keeping with the comedy theme from last 
month here is a video of our 2010 
International Champions, Storm Front, 
doing their rendition of Lida Rose. 

https://youtu.be/vWCNiIikbFw 

If you want to see these guys in person, 
they will be appearing on the Portland 
Downeasters annual show on June 8.   

https://youtu.be/vWCNiIikbFw

